
FIRST CIRCULAR, June 2026 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
The XXIst Congress of the Interna4onal Associa4on of Buddhist Studies (IABS) will take place at 
the University of Bri4sh Columbia, Vancouver, BC, Canada from July 31st to August 4th, 2028. It 
is with great pleasure and warmth that I cordially invite scholars from around the world to 
Vancouver, a vibrant city on the West Coast of North America. We are honoured to host this 
esteemed congress in such a dynamic interna4onal hub, for us to connect and collaborate. 
 
General Informa:on 
The First Circular is being sent to all current IABS members. A friendly reminder that a valid IABS 
membership for the year 2028 is required in order to aRend the congress. To apply for or renew 
your membership, please visit the IABS website and follow the provided instruc4ons. If you have 
any ques4ons about eligibility, kindly contact the associa4on’s General Secretary. 
 
Par4cipants will also need to pay a registra4on fee to help cover the costs of organizing the 
event. The specific amount will be announced in the upcoming Second Circular. We are also 
considering op4ons for virtual aRendance and will provide further details on the hybrid format 
in future communica4ons. 
 
Future updates and announcements will be shared via email and posted on the upcoming 
congress website. Please subscribe to the IABS 2028 NewsleRer to receive updates. 
 
We encourage you to share this informa4on with your colleagues and graduate students who 
are not currently IABS members but may be interested in par4cipa4ng in the congress. 
 
Academic Program 
The aim of this congress is to create an open environment for scholarly exchange in the form of 
publicizing new findings, promo4ng collabora4ons, and incuba4ng future direc4ons in the field 
of Buddhist Studies. To fulfil the aim and op4mize academic communica4on, the Planning 
CommiRee declares the following format of proceedings: 
 

(i) In order to accommodate as many par4cipants as possible and maximize the variety of 
research topics, only one paper per par4cipant is permiRed. 

(ii) Each conference day will consist of one morning session and one a[ernoon session, 
each with several panels and sec4ons convening concurrently. In each panel or sec4on, 
a maximum of five or six papers will be presented. Each presenta4on will have a 20-
minute 4me limit, followed by a 10-minute Q&A session for ques4ons and discussions. 

 
(A) Panel: A panel is devoted to papers focusing on a specific topic, organized by a 

convenor. All panels will be limited to half a day, except for special cases. Convenors 
will contact the selected contributors directly. 
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(B) Sec4on: A sec4on groups individual papers submiRed under one theme. A list of 
general topics will be proposed by the Planning CommiRee in the Second Circular (April 
2027). 

 
Call for Panel Proposals 
The Planning CommiRee would like to invite ini4al panel proposals from scholars and colleagues 
from all areas of Buddhist Studies. If you are interested in convening a panel, please provide us 
with a 200-word descrip4on of the proposed topic as well as a tenta4ve list of poten4al 
contributors (not counted within the 200-word limit). Once the selected panel topics are 
presented in the Second Circular, interested individuals should contact the panel convener 
directly to inquire about joining. 
 
The ini4al panel proposals should be sent to Jinhua Chen, Chair, Planning CommiRee of the 
XXIst IABS Congress, the University of Bri4sh Columbia, Department of Asian Studies, at 
info.iabs2028@ubc.ca. The deadline for the ini4al panel proposals is February 28, 2027. 
 
Individual Paper Proposals 
Individual paper proposals are not being accepted at the moment. We will announce a call for 
individual papers in the Second Circular, along with a list of themes suggested by the Planning 
CommiRee. 
 
Posters and Exhibits 
We welcome both posters and exhibits for this congress. Exhibi4on space will be provided, and 
poster and exhibit presenta4ons will take place during special sessions where par4cipants can 
interact with each other in a less formal secng. More details will come in the Second Circular. 
 
Visa Requirements 
Visa requirements vary according to the na4onality of the visitor. Please consult your travel 
agent or the Canadian consulate/embassy in your home city for up-to-date informa4on. Except 
for issuing an acceptance leRer for the IABS congress, the planning commiRee cannot offer any 
assistance in procuring a visa. 
 
Accommoda:ons 
We are pleased to inform you that a block of studios and suites in the Gage Suites, the West 
Coast Suites, and one other residen4al building has been reserved at the UBC Point Grey 
campus. These op4ons offer convenient access to both the campus and lodging ameni4es 
throughout the en4re congress. The suites accommodate from single occupancy up to a 
maximum of four guests, allowing flexible op4ons for family or shared groups. Further details 
will be provided on the upcoming congress website. Please note that suites are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Addi4onal accommoda4on op4ons will be announced in the 
Second Circular. Booking reserva4ons will open in early 2027.  
 
Conference/Travel Grants 

mailto:info.iabs2028@ubc.ca
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The Planning CommiRee, regrehully, cannot provide direct financial support for travel or 
conference, but we strive to ensure the affordability of the registra4on fee. 
 
Nevertheless, the Planning CommiRee is pleased to offer the IABS Student Travel Bursaries to 
students who require financial support for their travel to and stay in Canada. Despite the limited 
spaces, students are encouraged to apply for it. More details will be announced in the Second 
Circular. 
 
I look forward to mee4ng everyone in Vancouver, 2028. 
 
With kind regards, 
Jinhua Chen 
 
The Planning CommiNee of the XXIst IABS Congress 
President: Robert Sharf (UC Berkeley) 
 
Chair: Jinhua Chen (University of Bri4sh Columbia) 
 
Academic Coordina4on: Carol Lee (University of Bri4sh Columbia) 
 
Members: James Benn (McMaster University), Wenli Fan (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences), 
Ann Heirman, (Ghent University), Natasha Heller (Virginia University), George Keyworth, 
(University of Saskatchewan), Jessica Main (University of Bri4sh Columbia), Richard McBride 
(Brigham Young University), Catherine (Cat) PrueiR (University of Bri4sh Columbia), Adheesh 
Sathaye (University of Bri4sh Columbia), Tansen Sen, (New York University), Kai Sheng, 
(Tsinghua University), Koichi Takahashi (University of Tokyo), Wei-jen Teng (Dharma Drum 
Ins4tute of Liberal Arts), Michael Zimmermann (University of Hamburg) 
 
Advisory Board: Anne M. Blackburn (Cornell University), Christoph Emmrich (University of 
Toronto), John Kieschnick (Stanford University), Jowita Kramer (Leipzig University), James 
Robson (Harvard University), Stephen Teiser (Princeton University) 
 
Correspondent 
Prof. Dr. Jinhua Chen 
Chair, Planning CommiRee of the XXIst IABS Congress 
University of Bri4sh Columbia 
Department of Asian Studies 
607-1871 West Mall 
Vancouver, Bri4sh Columbia 
Canada  V6T 1Z2 
Email: Jinhua.Chen@ubc.ca 
 
For general inquiries, please contact info.iabs2028@ubc.ca. 
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